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{Good Counſel, 


| Seldom well taken : 

| WITH 

' An Apologie for wholeſome Truth, be 
it never ſo untoothſome, &c. 


q 

$ Sed. 1. 

; F ” 

bi DY 2 Hilolophy.teaches, that admoniti- 
DO JV ons and corre@tions are the chief- 

' WD] | eſt c fhces of love: That ic 1s the 
& SON, onely true love , which to profit 
Sf and do good , feareth not to hurt 
BY Hem otiend : That to co:inive at 
=> | our friends faults, is to makethem 

= our own. That ſharp repreheniion 
= = ;s che healing of rhe fonl ; and thar 


love £o the foul, is the very {oul of 

love, Whence Exripides exhorts men to ger Avris friends, 
; as would not ſpare to diſpleate chem, Whence Scipio tie 
F A A Llder, 


— 


Good Counſel, ſeldan well taken, &c. 


Elder , when his friends for ſo doingcurned his enemies, 
was able toſay , I havegiven mine enenties as great cauſe to 
love me as my friends. And indeed he that loves nor ſuch 
a friend, hates himſelf, And commonly, he chat will not 
tell us of our faults, will be very ready to tell others of 
them ; whereas one that is faithful, will ſpeak cf our faults 
to our face,of our vertues behind our backs. Bur ſee far- 
ther the {weer fruic of ſharp reprehenfion : Suppoſe one 
ſhould be flung by a Bee, (when aſleep) whereby he is de- 
livered from a Serpent, which otherwiſe had ſtung him co 
death; Hath he cauſe to complain ? And not tuchide a 
friend, leſt we offend him,is tolec him drown, rather then 
catch him by the hair. Wherefcre give me ſuch a friend 
as Photion, who when a friend of his would have caft him- 
ſelf away, ſuffered him nor, ſaying, Iwas made thy friend 
to thy purpoſe. All which is found Divinity,neither wants | 
it Scripttre-ſeal to confirm it. Nor to admonith our bro- | 
ther,is co hate him, as the Holy Ghoſt witneilerh, Lev.19. 
17. Burtoſcorn cur brocher ſhould admoniſh us, 15 more F | 
to hate our ſelves; in that open rebuke is better then ſecret |. 

L 

{ 


love. And for that the very wounds of a lever are faithful, |; , 
and better then the kiſſes of an enemy, Prov.27.5,6. Yea, | 
experience teaches, that no friend is ſo commodious in | 
this caſe as an enemy ; becauſe he tells us of that, which | 
otherwiſe we ſhould never be fo happy as to hear of. f 

Nevertheleſs, reſolved finners ſcorn reproof: Admo- * , 
nition to them,is like goads to fuch as are mad alreadyzor {| , 
| like pouring oyl down the chimngy , which may ſec che '/ , 
houfe on fire, but never abate the heat ; which is not for 7 1 
want of ignorance : for by refufing to hear in this caſe, | 
they become ( like Amaziab ) wilful murtherers of their }:1;; 
own ſouls, as wiſe Solomon affirms, his words are, He that |, 
refuſeth admonition is bruitiſh , and deftroyeth his own ſoul, | (;, 
Prov.12-1.& 15.32. yea, he goes further,and lays, Aman | ,; 
that hardeneth bis neck when he is reproved, ſhall ſuddenly be |, 


deiroyed, and cannot be cured, Prov.29.1, & 1.24,25,26: of | a, 
| which } 


I 


Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 3 
which you have moſt remarkable and dreadful exam- 


p 

F Dies, 1 Sam,2.25. 2 Chron.25.16,20. 

L Sefl.Þ-- 

, Sefi.2. Nevertheleſs, how few are there lo wiſe,as totake 
] admonition weil ? For Reprove nk (that 15, a foo) 
S and be will hate thee ; reprove a wiſe man, «nd be will love 


E thee,Prov.g9.8, To which we may add Prov 22.3. A wiſe 
, man foreſeeth the evil,Cthat is the evil of Hell\fays Bernard) 
” | and preventeth it ; but fools go 0n and are Þmniſhed. 
4 Now chac theſe Bruits aud Soul- deſtroyers,may the bet- 
, ter be known to themſelves and others, and the greatneſs 
1 | of their folly and madne(s, together with what a world 
1 Þ of them there are amongtt us, (for ro be wiſe, according 
” Þ rowiſe Solomons deſcription, 15 the portion but of a few, 
4 Þ ax 2aily experience wirneſſeth,) 1 will paint them our 1n 
S Þ a ſmall Table, or Map; and ſo expoſe them to view. 
4 In the firlt place you ſhall know chem by chis mark: A 
- |, man no ſooner tells them of a fault, bur ie works 1n their 
© Þ brains as yeeſt in a barre}, until chey have requited their 
t | Admoniſher with a miſchief; being like Gunpowder, to 
ly {! which you nc ſooner give fire , bur they fly in your face. 
th g Admonition may move them to choller,never to amend- 
” menr, Who when they have heard an untooth ome truth, 
h » like waters after a tempeſt , are fill of working and fwe'- 
ling againſt their Admonither. We read that in the law 
” , of Jeajouſtes, if che ſuſpected Wife were guiley that drank 
r + of thebittec waters of cryal, ſhe would preſencly (well ; if 
Ee | ctherwiſe,ſhe was well enough. Andit is a ſure figne the 
r # Horſe is Kan char ſtirs too much when he is touched 3 
"> | fo when they (well againſt their Reprehender , and hiſs 


| 


= | likeSerpents, if we crouble their neſts never ſo litcle, you 
= may juſtly concinde them guilty perſons. For no greatec 
L, | ligne of innocency, when we are accuſed, than mildnels, 
n as we ſee in Foſeph, Gen.39.17,18. And Suſanna, Suſan. 
e ver.42,43. And Hannah, 1 Sam.1.15,16. Neithec 1s there 


of r greater ſymptom of guiltine(s , than our breaking into 
h R choller, 


2, 
A 
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will ſwell againſt their reprehender, innocent ſouls will be| 
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4 Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 


choller, when we have any thing laid to our charpe : wic- 
neſs Cain, Gen.4.9. that Hebrew which ſtrook his fellow, 
Exod.2.13,14. Saul, 1 Sdm.20. 32, 33. Abner, 2 Sam. $. 
Feroboam, 1 King. 13. 4. Abab, 1 King. 22.27, Amaziah. 
2 Chron.25.16. Uzztab,2 Ghron.26.19. Herod the Tetrach, 
Luke 3.19,20. Tue men'of Nazareth, Luke 4.28,29. The 
Phariſees, fohn 3- 47, 48. The High Prieft and Scribes, 
Luke 20. 15,20. And the like touching a mans wiſdome 
and humility. P/zto being demanded how heknew a wile 
man, anſwered, When being rebuked be would not be angry, 
and being praiſed ke would not be proud. And to this accords 
en-t ©! re wife man, Prov.11.2. and 19-11, But for one 
that is ſo wile, there is a thoſand of thoſe fools ] am to de- | 
cipher,who with Balaam will grutch co be hindred in cheirc | 
way to Hell, and fiy upon thote that oppoſe their perditi- | 
on : even ſ(i:ch as think it better to fry everſaſtingly in a 
furnace of fire and brimſtone in Hell-flames, then to inhe- 
rit a celeſtial and eternal Kingdome, and weight of {uper- | 
abundant Glory in Heaven,to enjoya Paradiſe of pleaſure, | 
vihere are ſich joys, as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor | 
can ever enter into the heart of man to conceive , 1 Cor. 2.9. 
This 15 moſt mens depth of brain , and chus it fares with 
all wilfyl and impenitent finners. But how hath thie [5e- 
vil bewitche them? Is it poſſible that the reaſonable ſoul | 
of man (not profeſledly barbarons ) ſhould be capable of # 
ſucha monſter ? Certainly if 1 did not know the truth 
and provate of it, by occular and experimental demon- ; 


ſtration from day to day,i conid hardly bring my under- 
ftandingto believe it. : 
But co-make this further appear , though I have (mall | 
hope to prevail with the parties themlelves,(for they that | 
have no reaſon,will hear none; and he that learns of none - 
but himſelf, hath a fool for his Teacher.) Guilty ſinners F 


7 


cheered & cieared by it, Num.5.21,22. Reſolved offenders j 


being reproved, in ſtead of penitence break into choller ; | 
CES | mury 7 


Gosd Counſel, ſeldom well tahen,&c. C 
fury ſparkles in thoſe eyes which ſhould guſh out with wa- 
cer; and in ſtead of embracing the counſel, will rage ac 
the Counſellour. Croffed wickedneſs proves deiperaie, 
and in ſtead of yeilding, feeks for revenge of its own i1ns 
upon others uprightneſs ; whereas if anothers ſimple hae- 
licy ſhews it ſelf in reproving the honeſt hearced, he loves 
his Monitor ſo much the more,by how much che more he 
(marteth, allowing of truth as well when it hurts him, as 
when it helps him. , 

Buc unſound fleſh loves to beftroaked , the leaft congh- 
neſs puts it intoa rage ; a feſtered conſcience will not en=- 
dure a drawing plaifter ; a putrid & fcabbed limb delights 
to be {crarcht and rubbed; foul faces would have falſe 
glaſſes: Diomedes muft have a crooked ſhooe for his wry 
toot ; Caligula mult be adored as a god forfooth, though 
he live like a Devil, poyſoning his Uncle, and deflowring 
all his Gfters, Thorns muſt be couched with a gentle hand, 
not graſpe.l : theſe Ulcers muſt beno further ſearched in» 
to, then the dead fleſh reaches; for if you but touch them 
to the quick , you thall quickly hear of ir, and be (ure'to 
{mart for 1t, 
| Sect.3. 

31Tto bring ehis home to you of this place, with whom 
my buſineſs Jiesz for hicherto I have but ſpoken in the 
air, 5 the Apoſtle ſpeaks, or onely paved a way to my in- 
cenaed matter,or at lttermoſt bur given you aPreparative 
before {1and, as Phylitians do totheir Patients, that their 
Phyfick may work the more kindly, Your Paſtour hath 
for many years pre:ched in the Metropolitan City,where 
they are more civilized and better bred, without any cla- 
mour : yea, with much approbarion, for they entertained 
him as -Lot did thoſe Angels, that came to fetch him one 
of Sodop? , but you entertain him as courſely, as the Anz 
monites d14 Davids meſſengers. Nor did the Devil ever 
{o rage in this rudeplace,as he hath done fince his preach- 
ing hath awakened your Conſciences, and by the Look- 


A 4 ing- 


—— 
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6 Good Counſel, ſeldom well tahen,&c. 
ing-Glaſs of the Law, and light of the Goſpe), ſhewn you 
the deformity and filthineſs of your ſouls. A notable 


Argument that Satan fears he ſhall be routed , and his 


Kingdom more ſhaken in your quarters, thea hath fallen 
out in former times, or by che preaching of any that have 
gone before him , for he dayly rages more and more a- 
mongſt you. As for inſtance, at firſt he was oppoſed by a 
few ſ1mple Sefaries,and that was no ſmall honour to him, 
as Hieram told Auſtin in the like caſe. But now his prea- 
ching againft Drunkenueſs, Deceitfulneſs, Swearing, Sab- 
bath-breaking , Ignorance, Formalicty , and ſuch other 
common fins, hath broughe all the Pariſh about his ears; 
for not alone the Wit-foundered Drunkard, bnt the Ci- 
vil Juſticiary, the Formal Hypocrite, the Ignorant Ani- 
mal, and all ſorts cf impenitent finners. And why ? But 
beegule the vertue and efficacy of Gods Word , which is 
quick and powerful, and ſharper then any two-edged 
Sword, to divide etween the ſoul and ſpirit , joynts and 
marrow, as it is Heb. 4.12. hath diſcovered and made ma- 
nifeſt co your ſelves and others, the very ſecrets and moſt 
inward intents of your hearts. Inſomuch that your Con- 
ſciences are forced to bear witneſs againſt yorr ſelves, 
that yon are the parties to whom he ſpeaks, as if he na- 
med you, or each of you in particular, as you have an in- 
ſtance, 1 Cor. 14. 24, 25. Heb.q. 12, whence your guilty 
Conſciences ſuggeſt , that he aims at you in particular, 


though he names none , when indeed it is onely the pre- 


rogative and ſpirituality of the Word , above all other 


Writings, to diſcover the hearts, and ſpeak home to the | 


Conſciences of all that hear it delivered with power and 
authority. As for the Meſſenger , the truth of his hearc 


gives him boldneſs to profeſs before him who onely knows 


it, that he ſtrives againſt no man but his ftrife , maligns 


no man but his malice, envies no man but his envy, as ' 
Hierome (peaks. Yea, he could be more glad to ſee any | 


mans (even his greateſt enemies) amendment, than his 
puniſh- 


T7 

Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. - 
puniſhment, This (I ſay) is the genuine reaſun, why 
hnndieds of you fret, and chafe,and fume, and fwell,and 
ſtorm, and rage , and are ready to burſt again when you 
hear him, Your fins and deformities are ſo diſcovered 
and detected, your preſumptuous confidence of being 
CE enough, and of your going to Heaven fo 
queſtioned, that your peace is diſturbed, and you will be 
revenged of ſome body. 

It is obſervable, thar when our Saviour ſent forth his 


3 Apoſtles to preach abroad in the world , having firſt 


caught them the way, his words tothem were, Fehold, I 
ſend you forth as ſheep amongſt wolves, Matth.10.16. Are 
not you theſe Wolves? not onely Wolviſh , but meer 
Wolves? Yes, you are, and will be, untul che Goſpel 
ſhall have wroughe a change in your hearts and natures, 
FJebrews 10. 16. As 15. 9. and 20-29, Again, Matth. 
7-6. he ſays , Caſt not yeur pearls before ſwine , left they 
tread t hem under their feet, and turning again all to rent you. 
Are not you thoſe unreaſonable Beaſts and Swine? If 
not, whoare? Yea, youare more bruitiſh then a Swine, 
or any other unreaſonable creature. For whereas Chrift 
by his Miniſters, would reconcile you to God,as Foabdid 
Abſolom to David, by the Wornan of Tekoah ; you cry 
they came to torment you before the time, Matth.$.29, Your 
ca(e is juſt like his in the Goſpel, that called himſelf Legi- 
on, who having been poſleft with Devils along time,was at 
length very Joath to part with his Gueſts: yea,he thoughe 
himſelf tormented , when Chrift came to caſt out chem, 
2nd fave him, Mark 1- 24. Luke 8. 28. 


— CEE EI 


$ Good Counſel, ſeldom well take, 8c. 


Sed. 4- 

Now what conrſe do you nn. be revenped of him ? 
For this m2kes you hate him above meafure,miſ-conſtrue 
his a&ions and intentions, rail on him, ſlander him,curſe 
him, withitand and contrary his do&rine, watch for his 
halting, combine rogetherand lay plots how you may do 
him the moiſt miſchief, which 1s ail you are able to dÞ : 
for elfe y 011 would bring him before the Magiſtrate, im- 
priſon, ſmite, wound, and put him to death, as the Jews 
terved Chriſt, as I could ſhew you from a world of teftt- 
monies and examples out of che Word. See onely Fohn 
16.2,33. Matth.24.9. Matth. 10.34,35,36. Luke 12.51, 
$2.53- and 21.16,17. But our comfort 1s, yon have nor (Oo 
wuch authority as malice ; reſembling the Serpent Por- 
pbyrus, which abounds with poyſon,bur can hure none, for 
want of teerch, Though your puniſhment ſhall be never 
the jefs; for good and evil thoughts, and defttes in Gods 
account, are good and evil works,and ſhall ſo be judged in 
that Court of juſtice where is no partiality. 

But fince you cannot do'as you would,you will do what 
you can ; asit fared with Zoilus, chat common ſlanderer, 
or aS it does with the Devil, Reve/.12.15. Forif the Law 
binds your hands, yet you will be ſmiting with your 
tongues; and if the Law {o keeps you in awe,that you dare 
not ſmire him on the mouth, as the High Peſt did Paul, 
Afis 23.2. yet you wili do what you care, you will ſmice 
him with the mouth, as Ziba did honeſt Me phiboſheth, 


2 $£91,16.3. And the like toaching ns maintenance, be- 


caute you cannot out him of his living, you will defraud 
20d rob him of his means and livelihood,and neither pay 
him a penny your ſelces, nor fiffer others, fo far as you 
can help it, which 1s a plot to pluck up all religion by 
the roots : For how fhould our Paſtores feed our fouls, it 
we feed not their bodies ? How ſhonid the lamp burn, if 
we take away the holy oy] that fhould maintain it? and in 


iſe it burn nor, theie will be but a dark houſe. So;that 


CO 
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Good Counſel, (eldom.well taken, Kc. 


co expect char: Miniſters ſhould preach without mainte” 
nance, 1sas if you ſhould ſhut a bird into a.cage, give her 
no meat, and yer bid her ſing. | 
Nevercheleſs ic pleaſes you, that you can(as you think) 
diſpleafe him, and withal pleaſure your ſelves in ſaving 
your {iiver, little dreaming what you do z for louk bur 
narrowly into it, and you thall ſee that this is not onely 
perſecution, thefr,facriledge,murcher of bodies and fouls, 
of provoking God co ſend a famine of his Word, and the 
like : bur you become by it guilty of high creaſon againſt 
God, in thus ufing his Ambafladour, and again Chriti 
and al} his members, as I have elfewhere made manifeſt, 
Though it is wicked enough for you to impeach his cre- 
dir, afperſe his ſpotleſs name, and takeaway his reputa- 
tion, that (o none elſe may hear him, or regard what he 
delivers, which is a wickeder plot than your blind ſouls 
are able todiſcern. Beſides, A good name ( lays Solomen) 
# better than a goo4 oyntment : and to be choſen above great 
riches, Frov.22 1. | 
Indeed his life 1: (o well known, that all the harm you 
do him 3s,but asa Candleto a white wall : chat may much 
black it (among ſuch Senſualiſts as your fe]|ves) but can- 
not burn it, though that be evo much, for a mans good 
name is like a milk white ball, chat exceedingly gathers 
foil even with tofling. | 
Nor can he expe& to fare better, fo long as he carries 
with you, where Satan hath his throne.in a place thac moſtiy 
conſiſts of Swearers,[Drunkards and Drink-ſellers. Be hach 
by his powerful preaching raiſed the Devil. in many ol 
you, bur it will te hard laying him again; yea, oncetc 
expect ic (when God hath given men over to their own 
Iufts) were zn effect of frenzie, not of hope. For can he 
with Crabronius,be ever pudling in a waſps neft,and think 
to eſcape their ſtings ? Or be ſtill bhowing in che duſt, and: 
not endanger his eyes? It is no way pdſlible.. For, he 


that coucheth pitch {hall be defiled therewith, - He that 
| re- 


x0 Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, 8c. 


reproveth a ſcorner, purchaſeth to himſelf ſhame : and he that | 
rebuketh the wicked, getteteth bimfelf a blot, Prov.9. 7,8. 
See fer.18, 
\% Though [I ſpeak not this to diſ-hearcen him whom God 

| hath placed over you; for Gods Glory we are bound.to 

ll redeem with our own lives. And a conſcionable Mini- 

[| ſter is like David, who would venture npon a Bear, rather | 
i; chan loſe a Lamb. Or Facob, who would endure heat by | 
Nl day, and froft by night, rather then negle&- his floocks. | 
[' Or Moſes, who would fight with odds, rather than the 
Cattle ſhould periſh with thirſt. Onely a Balaam wants | 


this mercy. ; 
) Nor can | wiſh him to ſpare yon ever rhe more, by de- F 
; Hiveringhimfelfin a geatler tone ; as youzlike the men of | 


Bengala, would have onely words of downand honey, have 
\'  Himſpeak nothing but pure roſes, preach unto you Peace, 
! peace, and prophefie of wine and ſtrong drink,then ſhould 
i he bea welcome Prophet to you ; But chis were to fulfill 
þ | the Proverb, Like Paſtores, like people Hoſ.4.9. Yea, this 
i were, forthe blind to lead the blind, that both might fall into *. 
the ditch together, Luke 6: 39. Alas, the fault lies notin ©} 
the Word, nor in his delivering it, but in the wickedneſs : 
of your hearts that are the hearers: Who like the Spi- 
der, will ſuck poyſon from the ſelf lame flower that the 
Bee does honey. Nor will any triith ( be 1t never ſo nn- 
coothſome) offend any, but ill minds, Michab 2.7. Yea, 
even the ſame words thar are lanſets to a:bad mans con- 
ſcience, will be as balm to penitent ſinners. The Word 
being like ſome mighty wind,that bears over tall Elms or 
Cedars,with the ſame blaſt thar ic raiſeth a ftooping Reed, 
Exod.20.21. 
| Seft. 5. 

Every line of Gods V Vord, adds'finew to the vertuons 
minde, and withal heals that vice which would be ſpring- 
ing in'ic: The very jndgements of God to a good man, 
||| are ſweeter than the honey and the honey-comþ, Pſal.19. » 
; ut 
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Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, Kc. Fa 

But alas, the ſame report, wherewith che ſpiric of Rahab 
melts, hardens the King of Ferichs, Foſh.2. Sergius Paulus 
was canverted, Elymas obdurated at tie fame Sermon, As 
13. Yea, even the ſame face ofthe fJudge;withour any in- 
ward alteration,is ſeen with eerror to che guilty, with joy 


| and confidence by the opprefled innocent. The ſame rod 
{ chat broughe plagues to the Egyptians, brings delive- 
| rance to lſrael. 


Buc I dare refer the caſe to thine own conſcience to de- 


| termine, (if the cuſtom of fin, and the god of this world 
F hath not totally blinded thee ) where the fault lies, and 
 whoisco beblamed in chis particular ? 1s che Phyfitian 
| tro be blamed for the pain ofhis Patient, or the diſeaſe ? 


© © The Chirurgeon or the Wound, which he endeavours by 


* z]l means to cure? Yea, what is the genuine reaſon, why 
the worſt men and members of a Parith evermore regard a 
'* god Miniſter leaft ? complain of his bitterneſs, and ſeek 
 byall means to remove him? Is it not becauſe chey are 


teet, and legs, and thighs, and arms our of Joynt, and fo 


> cannot endure the tonch of the Chirurgeons hand, and 
- the acrimony of his Medicines ?* Alas, every good Phyfi- 
2 cian had rather cure a diſeaſe by ſleep and diet, then by 
: Scammony and Caftorium : but an intemperate fick man 
: maketh a cruel Phyſician. And in caſe the diſeaſe be de 
 perate,he muſt uſe the excremity of Phyfick. Nothing will 


eaſe the Plureſe bur letting of blood : and co ſuch as are 
hack of a dead Apoplexie, they are forced to give a double 
quantity of phyfick, or their faculties will not be aw#ken- 
*d. Which 1s the very caſe of cheſe deſperate ſinners, who 
if they wanted not brains, wonld in ſtead of complaining 
be thankful. The Phyſician and Chirnrgeon heals us nor 


' without pair, and yer we reward them, Yea, had any 

of yon butaleg, or an armpurrified and corrupt, you 
; would even give money, and think your (elves beholding 
| too, to have them cur off, becauſe it is the onely way and 


means to preſerye che whole body. And if ſo, what _ 
an 
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I2 Good Connſel, ſeldom well taken,\&c. 
and thanks can be coo much, that is expreſt to them, who 
would (would you givecheraleave) ,pluck you our of Sa. 
tans clutches, and bring you to life eternal ?',- Nor can he 
ever be thankfuFto Gnd, who is not thankfulto the inſtru< 
ment,or means,by whom God does,or would dohim good. 
Beiides, it were a breach of juſtice, not to proportion 
the rebake to the crime : For, for a Miniſter co ule gentle 
reprehenſion,in caſe of capical offences, that is, in caſe of 
thefts, rapines, (acriledges, - adulteries an inceſts, to fay | 
eo his peopie,as E/: to his ſons,Fby did you ſo? is no other 
then to ſhave chat head which delerves cutting-off, For | 
as it 15 with ill humors 1n the body, that a weak doſe dorh | 
bue ſtir and:anger them,not purge chem our ; yeazif Phy-|þ 
fick be not ſtrong enough ro purge our choller, it encrea- | 
ſeth choller 3 the humours ic would have purged and ex- 
pelled, (if it had been ftrong enough) it inflameth, exalſ- | 
perateth and ſharpeneth. And as the Sun in the Spring- * 
crime breedeth agues , and other diftempers , becauſe it; 
fticrecth humours, and doth not waſte them ; ſo it fareth | 
with fins in the ſou], An eaſie and gentle reproof doth # 
bur encourage wickedneſs, and make ic chink ir ſelf fo þ 
flight, as thac rebuke importech, which 15co patronize e-| 
vil in ſtead of reproving u. And experience ſhews, that? 
cold Preachers make bold linners. However, ſuch being® 
like ill Arcbers,that draw not-their arrows up to the head, |; 
ſeldom convert theſe finners- li 
Nevertheleſs, reſolnte finners would have difſolute. 
Teachers ; would have the Law according to their lives,” 
not cheir lives according to the Law. Thar pleaſeth them 
which is (weet co the ſenſe,not that which is wholſome to 
the conſcience, as the holy Ghoſt informs us, Tſai.30.10., 
1 King.12.8,\Mich.2.11. Like wanton children,they care: 
not tobemended, bur to be commended : He that prair * 
ſeth them, pleaſech chem. bo 
Buc wo to ſuch Preachers, as ſhall heal the hure of thele 
people with ſweet words, ſaying, Pegce, peace, and =_ | 
cnem 


Good Connſel,, ſeldom well taken, &c. I3 
them comfort. ( as Fezabe! did A4bab, 1 King. 21. 5, 6,7.) 
when they rather deſerve a curſe, Jer. 8.11: For this is 
no other then guided treaſon, like that of Hazael to his 
Maſter, who cold him with his mouth, rhat he ſhould re- 
cover, when on the morrow he ſtifled him with his hand, 
and a wet cloth, 2 King.8.14,15; Whence the Holy Ghoſt 
brands all flattering Preachers, that fow pillows, for falſe 
prophets, bf 8.11. Andiindeed it is but a Mountebank 
crick, 'to hea] an [llcer, and ieave in the core. A good 


. | Phyfician,either for ſoul or body, firſt tells che ſtare of the 
| diſeaſe with its ſymptoms, and then preſcribes; and in 
| preſcribing, firſt pulls down. the body with purgatives, 
| and then raiſeth ir with Cordials. And take this for a 
| rule, ſuch as fear God, and are Miniſters of his ſending, 


will think it better to looſe. mens favours than their ſouls, 
and be ſure to diſcharge his conſcience from the burthen 


F of any ones blogd, Ezek.13, 18.8 33. 8. Yea, an inge» 


nious Patient ſhould be to.wilſe as to know, that the fto- 


> mack ſhould rather be pleaſedthan the pallate ; and ex- 
 perience tells us, that thoſe things(for the moſt part)thar 
= are leaſt pleaſing, are moſt whoitome. . Rue is an Hearb 


moſt bitter to the taſte, yet in regard of the vertue which 


# is in it, weuſually call ic Herb of Grace. And Phyſicians 
Z find, chat though Mithridate,of all other Ele&uaries,it be 
- themolſt diffafteful,yer of allothers it is the 779ft wholſom. 
> And oirfares touching ſpiritual Truths, Whence a good 
'} Preacher cares not ſo much.co {troke the.ear, as to ſtrike 
; the Conſcience : being like,a good Phyfician, who gives 


ſharp Medicines, and bitter Potions, that he may make 
ſhore Diſeaſes,and procure ſound health. The.crue method 
of Preaching, and the likelieft way co undeecive the de- 
ceived, and (wich bleſſing from above) to pluck finnexs 
out of Satans ſnares is, for a Minifter to: deal with hs 
Hearers, . as.the Prophec did by Hazael, ; when he plainly 
told him the abominable wickedneſle of his heart, and 
what eyil (even beyond belief) he ſhould ſhortly do or 
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x4 Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, Bee 


execute, had he been wiſe enough to have been warned 
thereby. Oras Nathan did by David , when he fo cun- 
ningly made him pronounce ſentence of death againft 
himſelf. Or as Fonah did by che Ninevites,whea with that 
ſhore-chundering Sernion of eight words, he converted 
that great City. Or as Peter by his Converts , when he 
told chem chey were the men that had crucified che Lord 
of life. Or Fohn Baptift by Herod, and all that came uwn- 
tohim. Or as Chriſt by the woman of Samaria, when he 
fo repreſented the very thoughes of her heart.unto her 
conſcience,that ſhe was forced to confels, He hath told me 
all things that ever I did. Or as he did with Saul,when he 
fake co him from Heaven, which words made him crem- | 
ble,and fall ro the earth with aſtoniſhmenr. Which niakes 
one cf the Fathers fay , that the erown of Preachers i the 
tears of their hearers. And St. Baſil, that Sharp reprehenfion | 
* the healing of the ſoul. And Chryſoſtom lay co his hearers, | 
If I make you ſmart,give me the more thanks for it. Nay ſays |; 
Baſil, It may well be feared that Miniſters open not the Word | 
aright,when wicked men kick not againſt it. And Luther was | 
of char judgement, that he thoughe if Miniſters ſhoald 
preach the Word as they ought, they ſhould ſtir up all the 


-Furies of Hell againſt themſelves, 


_— - * 
- Now what's the reaſon,why down-right eruth is ſo an» | 
pleaſing to-carnal minds? when none can deny, but it is | 
by far the more wholſom. It is this, AI] men love the light 
as it (hines,bur as ic diſcovers and dire&s,the moſt of mien |; 
hate it. None fo bad, but they can away with pleafing *: 
eruchs, and promiſes of mercy. Or let the Minifter walk |: 


-in generals, and Jabour more to fill the head with know- | 


ledge, than che heare with grace; to pleaſe the ſence,than : 
ſpeak to theconfcience (by driving an-application cleſe 


home co them in particular, rouching ſonie one fin of ; 
'theirs, whichis the ſoul of preaching) ſo long they will | 


like * 


Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 'E5 


like him ; yea, he is a fair aud guod Church-man,a great 
Scholar. Bur let him a@ the part of Boanerges, thunder 
out the judgements of God againſt ſinners, let him do as 
God commands Ezekzelto do,Ezek.q.4. Anſwer them ac- 
cording to their Idols, preach to their neceſſities, preſſe 
chem co holy duties, reprove them for their un'.oly pra- 
&iſes , make known to thera what evil coniciences they 
have, then they turn their backs upon him, and hate him 
ro the death , as «hab did Eliahand Micatah , Herod and 
Herodias, John Baptiſt, the Jews, our Saviour ; and the 
Galatians, Payul- See Amos 5. 10. yea, they will lay, A- 
way with ſuch a fellow from the earth , for it is not meet that 
be ſhould live, The caſe of all incorrigible, and cautert- 
zed (inners, as well tne covetons as the 1ijotous ; the civil, 
ſuch as (eek to fill cheir cheſts, as thoſe that are all for ſa- 
| tisfying of their luſts. For let a Miniſter but rowze and 
raiſe them our of their fecuricy, ſaying, Awake thoz that 
; ſleepeſt, and (land up from the dead,all are inſtantly abouthis 


= ears, Then che wit-foundered Drunkard cries our, ſay- 


E ing, Heſubverts the ſtate of the world, and troubles our City * 
| then the covertous Opprefſſor is ready to tell che Propher, 
( as the Sodomites Lot ) Away hence, he # come alone as @ 
firanger, and ſhall he judge andrule ? then the whole Rab- 


= ble ( furiouſly raging together againſt the Lord, and again#t bis 


| Anointed ) conc}ude peremprorily, that a piece of a Pulpit 
| and half a Benefice,is too much for ſuch an unquiet ſpirit, 
2 fuch a fire-flinger. As let Pay] but touch Demetrius his 


> Copy-hold,prezch down his profic,heand all of like occu-= 


7 pation wil roar out of meaſure, AF.19.28, Wherein they 
{ ſhewasgreat policy,as did che Sodomites, who made haſte 


7] to turn out Lot and his family, that fire and brimſtone 


F mighe make haſte to deſtroy them. 
A guilty conſcience loves application as dearly as 2 


dog loves a cudgel. Sore eyes cannot endurethe light of 

the Sun, nor Bankrupes the ſight of their Counting- 

books, nor deformed faces of che trueglals. A man were 
SF. B-5o = 
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16 GoodConnſel;ſeldom well tdken,&c. 
as good take an Elephant by the teoth , or ſeek to rob a 


Bear of her helps, as go about to make them better, For 


let a Miniſter charge them from God , like ruſty or u1- 
wrought pieces, they will recoyl in his face ; and like Ser- 
pents, not oneiy be deaf to his charming, bur turn their 


cails to ſting him, Wherein they reſemble the mad man, | 
that wounded his Phyſician, while he was adminiſtting | 


Phyſick to him for. his recovery. They more ſeek for a 
rag to cover cheir fins,then for a plaifter to heal them ; as 
itfared with David, while he iJepc in that foul fin of adul- 
tery, 2 SaM.11.5,6. KC. 


Now it they are foſtartled and terrified at the Minifters | 
telling them of one or 2 few fins, what will they do when | 


Satan, and the Searcher of hearts,ſhall lay open all the fins F 
that ever they have committed , and ſpread them before ® 
them? 1f it be ſo dreadful conear of what they (hall fuf- Þ 


fer, if chey repent not, how terrible will it be to feel it? 


The Law Waſp-like ſtings (hrewdly,bur Satan that Hornet 
will ſting worſe a great deal. Bur if men will be warned | 
by the ſormer, they may prevent the Jatter : onely theſe | 
want that we commonly call reaſon; therefore like chil- } 


dren and cowaras, they rather ſhut their eyes, and chuſe 
to feel the blow.then to fee and endeavour to avoid it. O 


woful wretches! that had rather be everlaſtingly damned | 
for their ſ17s hereafter,then endure to hear of them now, | 
to their eternal comfort. But I hope better things of ſome | 


amongſt ſo great a number. 


Gods truthif you mark it, would cry down mens fine, 
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as preaching would have done Demetrius his trade; and |; 
therefore no marvel if the Trade(men of iniquity are up |: 


in arms againſt the Goſpel, as Demetrius was againſt Paul. |. 
And did not the Goſpel croſs their fins , they would nor | 
croſs the Goſpel : but the waves do not beat or roar any # 


where fo much, as at the bank that reſtrains them. 
The Phariſees could nor endure Feſws, becauſe he came 


eo break their cuſtoms, Lak.6,2, The Maſters of the = f 
neſs, - 
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Good Counſel. ſeldom well taken,&c. 17 


neſs, AC 16.21. objeed this againſt Paul and Silas, that 
they did teach contrary totheir cuſtoms. For this caule 
was that uproar at Epheſus, Acts 19 26,t031- Paul had 
never become cheir enemy,bur for telling them the truth, 
and dealing ſo plainly and roundly with chem. And why 
did more then forty of the Jews bind chemſelves with a 
curſe, neither © eat nor drink till they bad killed him? AQs 
23, not for che evils they found t1 him, but for the vices 
he reproved m them. By all which 1cappears, that obſti- 
nate fnners a:e 25 witlels as wicked; and chat they would, 
if they durſt, deal with their faithful Paſtors, as the Jews 
did by Stephen, who in their blind zeal were ſo furious 8& 
mercilei:, that they put him co death, for ſhewing chem 
the way to eterna} life; and ſtoned him for a blaſpiemer 
azainft God 3nd his | aw, who was a man fnll of faith, and 
Nope: and of the holy Ghott, AR. 7.55,@c. It hath ever been 
rhe manner uf wickedneſs, to be head- -Rrong 1 in the pur- 
{uit of 1ts own courſes, impatient of oppoſition,cruel inne- 
venge of the oppoſers. The great {pightand ſpleen there- 
fore,that mien bear to theWord, muſt be wreaked upon the 
Miniſter, he muſt be hated, outed, and perſecuted: yea,if 
chey durſt.they would fone him to death, as the Jews did 
Stephen : for as their nearts braſt tor anger,as they gnaſhe 
ed at him with their teeth when they heard him, AC.7.54. 
{o fares it with theſe couching their Miniſter, But in che 
mean time, what horrible, whac helliſh ingratitude is this, 
if jt be looked upon with an imparcialeye? Arenort theſe 
the very worſt of monſters? O pou (otriſh Senſualifts, what 
can you alledge for your ſelves, or a2ainft your Miniſter ? 
is heany other to yau, cnen thoſe three Meſſengers were 
co Lot,that came to:fecch him out of Sodom,ctnat he might 
not feel the fire and brimRone which followed ? Gen.19 
Or chen theAngel was co Peter,that cpened the iron-pates, 
looſed his bands, bronghr him our of prifon, and dejive- 
red him from the thraldome of his enemies? You thew jult 


as much reaſon in it, as if thofe blind, deaf, di'c "fed, Tr 
B 2 lirecte, 
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13 Good Connſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 
ſtr:ed,poſſeſſed,or dead perſons ſp3ken of in the Goſpel, 
ſhould have railed upon our Saviour for offering to cure, 
reſtore, diſpoſſeſs, recover and raiſe them again. And are 
like thoſe wicked, wirlefs, and ungratetul Jews, Fadg.15- 
viho w'::en{od,in great love,ſent Sarpſon to deliver them 
from tre {laviſh chraldome of their enemies; they 1n re- 
quiial Uind him, ( in whom all their hope of deliverance 
las) anddeliver him up to thoſe enemies that kept chem: 
under, tothe end they mighe {lay him , and ftill make 
{laves of tiem. Here is your caſe right. Are you not 
a'ramed ro be ft1ch Sorts? Were there ever any foois, or 
frenzy men commited a greater folly? For ſhame think 
oi it before it prove too late,before you have finned away 
ail hope of mercy: In che mean time, as our Saviour faid 
of his murtherers, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
whatithey do: fo may your Miniſter ſay, adding thereto 
tat prayer of Stephen when they toned him, Lord, /ay not 
this fi-to their charge, A&.7.60. 
Sed.7. 

Butthat I may, if it be poſlible, fetch tears from your 
eyes, and blood from your adamantine hearts , I wiil yet 
acquaint you #7th that which 1s worſe, and more con{ide- | 
1ablethen all,] pray mindit: All the indignities & wrongs | 
that are done to Chriſts Miniſters and Ambaſſadors c re- | 
dound to him ; and he that traduceth,or any way wrongs 
a Miniſter, for the diſcharce of his place, his envy (trikes 
attheimage of God in him,and he ſo takes ir, as a world 
of places ſhew, He that deſpiſeth you.deſpiſeth me, 1 Sam. 17. 
45. 1ſa1.37.23. Saul, Saul,why perſecuteſt thou me ? AQ.9.4. 
Rev.16 9,11. Plal.89.23. To tpurn at the Metfenger, is 
to ſtitke at the image of God, whoſe meſlage it1s. What 
ſaich Paul? 1 Cor. 7. 10. {ſhave not ſpoken, but the Lord: 
and therefore as the Lord ſaid unto Saul, Ads 9. 4. that 
be perſecured Him, (though in Heaven ) ſo they who reſiſt 
an) truth delivered out ofthe Word , do refift God him- 
ſelf, and not %is Meſſenger. But ſee further what you dog 
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Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken,&c. I9 


by what your fellow-perſecutors have done before you. 
W-ch ſuch impatience does a gauled heart receive admou= 
nirion, that when God himſelf came to reprove Cain for 
kiiling his brother Abel, hehad no ſooner ſpake theſe 
words, Whereis Abel thy brother 2 but he returns co God 
himſelf tos caurlifh antwer , /m 1 my brothers keeper ? 
Gen.4.9. Again, the Scribes, Phariſees and Elders, were 
tilied tull of maiine(s againft our Saviour, and cummuned 
one with another, what they might do to Jelus, and how 
t:icy might deſtroy him, (the wich you would ello do, if 
he were your Minter, and now upon carth) for veing fo 
bitre, Lyk.6.11. (For if you cannot away with che light 
of a candle, you would much lets endure to look upon the 
glorious Sun.) Now if God himtelt was fo {erved,it Chriſts 
own doqrine could not eicape per:ecution, nv marvel if 
his Meſſengers cannorc, . Here chen 1s lome comfort for 
your Miniſter, Honey ont of 4 Lyon. Nor isit his ſhamero 
iutter what Chriſt futie; ed,nor ycur honour to do as Cain, 
Juds, and the reſt iid, as Cyprian peaks. 

Bur (econdly, Take notice whac our Saviours counſel is 
to his Viniſters, waen his holy precepts and protttbicions, 
do eitier harden wen as the Sun hardeneclay , and cold 
water ot iron 5 or elle tarage them), a5a furious Maſtiff- 
dog i> the madder for bis Chain. What his counſel and 
mera: 1s, may be {een both by teF:monies and examples 
not a few. Axe, Cat not your pearls before ſwine, Mat.7.6. 
Into whatſoever cicy you ſhall enter, if they will not receive you, 
go your wavs out intothe jireets of the ſame, and ſay, Even the 
very duit which cleaveth on us of your city, we wipe off againit 
you, for a witneſs unto you. notwithſtanding know thu , that it 


\ſpallbe eaſier for Sodom and Gomorrah at the day of judgment 


then for you, Luk.10.10,11,12. Thoſe mine enemies which 
would nat that T ſhould reign over them, bring hither, and ſlsy 


| them beforeme, Luk.19.27- 


And that this js an evident iivne of one that ſhall eter- 


| nally periſh,is plain, Prov. 29-1. read the words and trem- 


33 ble, 


25 Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 


ble, 4 van that hardeneth his neck being often reproved, ſhall 
ſuddenly be dejiroyed, and that without remedy. See more 
Prov.1.24,25,26. to 33. VVaence it is the Prophet tells 
Amaziah , I know that Ged hath determined to deſlroy thee, 
becauſe thou ha#t done this , and haji not obeyed my ceunſel, 
2 Chron.25.16,20. And that the holy Gott, ſpeaking of 
Els fons, faith, that They would not hearken unto, nor obey | 
theveice of their father , becauſethe Lord was determined to | 
deflroythem, 1 Sam.2.25, Yea, itisan obſervation of Lz- | 
v7e, Tharwien the deſtruction of a perion or Nation 1s 
deſtined, then the wholſvme warnings both of God and | 
man are fer ac noughe. And in reafcn, that fin 1s paſt ; 

| 


cure, thar ſtrives againſt the cure. Hferbs that are worſe | 
for watering, 1 rees that areleſ; fruitful for dungiag and | 
pruning, are to be rooted out, or hewen down. Even ſal- |: 
vation it ſelf wijl nor fave thuſe that (pill the potion, and 7 
fling away the plaifter. VVhen men are the worſe for ' 
Gods endeavour to better them, che heſt and onely way | 
18,to leave them co their Judge. T hoſe Beaſts we Cannot f 
maſter,we muſt give up. If Babylon will not be cured,ſhe * 
muſt be left to her felf, given up to deſtruAion without fur |: 
ther warning. My people wonld not hear my voice , ( faith f 
God ) end Iſrael would nene of me, Pſal.81. and what fol- ©? 
lows? So Tgave them up tothe hardne(s of their hearts, and | 
they walkt in their own counſels, verl. 11, 12. All further | 
patience would prove fruitleſs : ſo he layeth by his rod, ' 
to take up his fword ; as God hath Meſſengers of wrath ' 
forchem that deſpiiecthe Meſſengers of his love. 
| Sea 8. j 

Now eo end with a word cf exhortation, to as many of | 
you as have heard what hath hitherto been delivered, | 
©--om one that is no party,and ſo leſs ſubje& to be parti- 
dl) and chat are nor yer given over. £ 

In the firſt place, be not any longer offended with your | 
Paſtor, for be is appointed a watch-man over your ſouls, | 
and doth but diſcharge his office that God hath Fw 

1m 


Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 21 
him in, Ezek.3.17. and ne ſhould be guilty of high trea- 


ſon againft Chriſt, and che fouls commicred to h1s care, 1f 
he thould do leſs. As the Centinel or Captain,thic doch 
10t what hecan to maintain the walls, doth what ne can 
co betray the City. The Word is no other thea Chritte, 
chough delivered by a weak [n{trumenc. VVhoes er be the 
Crier, the Proclamation 15 tie King of Heavens. (While 
ir goes for mans, it is no Marvel if it lie open tode:'pight.) 
So that in uating your Miniſter, and complaining of his 
bitterneis , you do as wiſely and jultly , as if che jeople 
(hould impure che cauſe of rhe War to che He:tald , or ac- 

cuſe the crumner for ail cher their revellion hath brou wt 
upon them. Yea,conlider who is the Author of the Wyrd, 
what the cauſe and ends of the Miniſters delivering ir 

and chat chere is nothing can cure Your griet, bur che 

{ame Word that cauſed it: and then thou wile receive 

him asan Angel 5f-God, yea,even as Chrift Jeſus; as the 

1 imitive Chriſtians did the Apoſtles, Gal.q. 14. who ac- 

knowledzed to owe, even themſelves,to their ſpiritual Paitors, 

Pnil-m.19. And would, if it had been poſſible, have p/uckt 

p:t their own eyes, and have given the ſame unto them, Gal. 

4+14.15- and 6 6. 

You have hear] ſufhciently , that this ts che erie me- 
thod of preaching, though it be littie uſed , becaiile dif- 
Cielo (with many) eats up weli nighallcrue devotion. 
Their diſcretion end moderate [tayedne(s, much abates 
of eneis zeal, honeſty and goodneſs. 

Nor can there be a becrer argiment to prove, that a 
Minilter {tudies mor e tn profic then to pleaſe m:n with his 
wholiome counſel, then when he will nor letrhem fleep 
and fort 1a theic ſins, but cry aloud againſt cheir abum1- 
Nations. 

I grant Corraſives are not to be uſed in all caſes, Lena- 
tives and Cordials areofno leſs uſe ro weak conſtitutions, 
VVhence the care of every wiſe and able Miniſter, thac 
bath skill co divide the VVord of God arighr, muſt be 
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end is, to pive ro each man his due portion; comfort to 
wan comfort belongs, terrour to whom terrour is due z 
obicrving che ſame rule that St. Paul did , who meeting 
with «n E/y;mas, one chat relifted the truth, and laboured 
ro ke! p others trom ir, entreats lim not with fair and ſweet 
word+,as ne did Aprippg who was hopefully coming on to 
embrace the truth. Wheretore the lame Apoſtle ſays to the 
one, O full of all ſubtlety &all miſchief,thou child of the devil, 
antenemy of all righteouſneſs, 813.10. Hurt when he ſpeaks 
to the other,it is ina mo1emiid, gentle,and winning tone. 
Or as our Siviour himſelf uſed, (that Lamb of God, who 
would not break the bruiſed reed,nor quench the pmoking flax) 
As how qdoci he multiply wo upon wo,and threaten double 
damnation, when he was to deal with hard-hearted Hy- 
pecrites, Oppoſers of the Goſpe), thole Scribes and Pha- 
rilees? Mat.23. And indeed the belt muſick is made by 
2 judiciat correſpondence offſharp and flat. Let all mer- 
Citu! and meal-mouthed Prezchers, (ich as flatter fin and 
fAlore tiulineſs, ſuch whole ſcope of cheir preaching is bur 
to feed the perzple with hopes, though they give them no 
grouwids for it, That heaven ſhall meet them at their laſt hour, 
be their condition never ſo wretched; which 1s the rexfon 
that moſt men walk in tae broad way, and yet every man 
thinks to enter in at the firait gate. Let theſe, 1 fay, take 
notice of this. As alſo fcorners of their Teachers and Inſlru- 
Gors,and more of their goaly infſtrudtion : then will they 
love whom and what they now hate, and hate whom 
and what they nowlove. But you have nocauieto com- 
plain of either extream : for in the Sermons, againſt 
which yon except, there is matter of inftrucion, of re- 
Freienftion, of conſolation, of exhortation; for the 1gno- 
ranr, for the ſinful, for the faithful , for the deſpairing 
Z2DUl, and drooping ſpirit 3 not Goſpel without Law, nor 
4 aw without Goſpel, but a (weet compoſition of ſeverity 
ad mercy wherein Lawand Goſpel meet, as Moſes and 
Chrit met upon the 3fount ; the one to direft your obe- 
| dience, 
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Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 23 
o || dience, the other to anſwer for your diſobed1- 
3 | ence, if you will but repent and turn unto God, 
2 | with ſuch Chriſtian moderaticn, as may argue 
d Þ zeal withour malice, and a deſire to win ſouls, no 


* | will to gaulthem. For as Sauls ſervants did not 
o | : — 

- | onely tell himthathe had an evil ſpirit, but with- 
7 | al rold him a remedy, and heipt him ro the par- 
s | tythat.gave him eaſe, 1 $42.15.16,16. SO your 


{ Paſtour, with a dilcovery of your ſins, {hews you 
| a means of cure and recovery tor your louls. Yea, 
: do but ſubmit, and the very ſame Word (like the 
' {wordof Achilles) will heal again, whom it hath 
| wounded. Whereas it you torthwith fly from 
t your admoniyſher, it 18 as it one that is launſed 
> ſhould fly from his Chyrargion, before his wound 
can be bound up. 


| Sed. 9g. 
- Aga, ſlight not him whom God hath placed 
» over you, leſt hereatter when you lye gaſping on 
your death-beds, and come to a fight and lenfeol 
; your ſad condition,you wiſh; Oh that I had now 
| but the opportunity, to converſe with ſuch a Mi- 
miſter; as Saul {lighted Samuel while he lived, 
* but would fain have heard and canverſed with 
him, when he was dead. A cafe which often 
# falls out, for when godleſs perſons are in any di- 
| ſtreſs, they ſtill pray the people of God to pray tor 
: them: and commonly thoſe too, whom they have 
| molt {lighted, hated, and abuſed. For the Op- 
; preſſour is in no mans mercy, but his whom he 
» aath trampled upon; and injurtes done to us on 
g earth, 
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earth, give us power in Heaven, Whereupon FJe- 
roboams hand being dried up for ſtretching it out 
againſt the Propher, he ſueth tothe man of God, 
{aying, IT beſeech thee pray unto the Lord thy God, 
and make interceſſion for me, that my hind mayl | 
be reſtored unto me, and the man of God beſoughth | 
the Lord,and the Kings hand was reſtored, 1 Kings| ; 
13-4,6. And thus 1t fared between the Iſraelites} , 
and Samuel, 1 Sam.12.19. between 1iriam andy x 
Moſes,Nunrb.12.13. Thus when the Lords wrothy | 
was kindled againſt Eliphas and his two friends, 
nothing would appeaſe the ſame, but rhe prayer| 
ot Fob whom they had ſocontemned, Job 42.7.8. 


ed {corn and deſpiſe the godly 1n their ptol! pert-þ 
ty, yet in their diſtreſs they onely are ſet by for! 
advice, and topray unto God for them, who are! 
more ready to ſollicite God for their mortalleſt e-| 
emies and perſecutors,than they to delireit, be! | 
it 3t the time when they wrong them moſt, wit- |; 
nels Stephen when they ſtoned him, A@G, 7.60. 
And our Saviour Chriſt when they crucified him, | 
Luk.23.34. Yea, they account it a fin, to ceaſe!) 
praying for their worſt enemies, 1 $42. 12. 23- | 
To all which I might add, how ſuch as have! 
wronged and perſecuted the ſervantsof God, are ;, 
not ſeldom forced to confeſs their own folly, | 
wicked» * 


+. 


Good Counſel, ([eldym well taken, Kc. 25 


wickedneſs, and unthankfulneſs, the Godlies fu- 
perlative goodneſs, &c. As Laban did to facos, 
| Ger.30.27. and Pharaoh to Moſes, Exod.9-27, 
| 22. and again chap. 10.15.17. and Saul to David, 
| ſaying, 1 have ſinned, 1 have done fooliſhly, and 
| have erred exceedinely + thou art more righteous 
'l| than 7, for thou haſt rendred me good, and T have 
*t rendered thee evil, Sc. 1 Sam.24.19. and 26.21. 
| Rare acknowledgements from Heathen and 
| Chriſtian Kings to their own Subjz(ts. Yer God 
>| willhaveit ſo, and conſcience will compel them 
| to doſo; though perhaps afterwards, when the 
'# rod 1s off their backs, they are apt to harden a- 
7 gain, and retnrn to their oId byafs, as did the 
"8: lame Pharaoh and Saul. For nolonger than they 


- © ſmart, no longer can they ſee: and unleſs aftiictt- 
'u on opens their eyes, there i; no perſwading them, 
'%", but the righteous man is worſe than his neigh- 


| bour: yea, none ſovile, as Haman thought and 
0% reported of AMordecai and the Jews, and Abab of 
i of Elijah, and Saul of David. | 
=> And this I can affure you beyond all excepti- 
- ons, that if ever your eyes be opened, before you 
*-þ drop into Hell, when the mask of prejudice 1s 
- | taken from before your eyes, you will be cleer 
., of another minde to what you are: you will love 
; that down right preaching which now yon hate, 
* = and hate thoſe clawing and Rhetorical dt- 
{courſes, that now you ſo much adore and ad- 
mire, 
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26 Good Counſel, ſeldom well take, &c. 
Sed. 10. 

Wherefore, receive with meckneſs the ingraffed 

TVord,which is able to ſave your ſouls, Jam. 1.21. 


Entertain it with an honeſt and good heart, and | 
you (hall entertain both God and 
Chriſt with it, as our Saviour himſelf plainly tells | 
you, Joh. 13. 20. Seeallo, 2 Chron. 34. 27. 28. | 
Yea, hear the Word indifterently and 1mpartial- f 
ly, and the rather from ſuch as thou haſt hated | 


ia ſo doing, 


for their bitterneſs, perhaps God will convert and 
fave thee by no other means or Miriſter, than 
{uch as he hath placed thee under. Sazxl, 1t you 
obſerveit, when he was poſieft with an evil fp1- 
rit, ( as all are that perſecute their faithful Fa- 
ttours ) all his ſpight was at David, from whom 
he received more benefit than from any one man 


in his Kingdom belides: yet by Geds ſpecial ap- | 


pointment, none could give him eaſe but Daw. 
Deſpife not the meaneſt of Chriſts Meſlengers, 
that delivers his Word purely, aims at his glory 
and the good of fouls. As what faies L »ther £ 
It God ſpeaks tothee as he did unto Balaam by 


2n Afle,thou muſt have ſo much wiſdom and hu- * 
mility, as to hear him : Gods word is the Sword | 


of the Spirit, that killeth our corruptions, and that 


anreſiſtable Cannon-ſhot, which beateth and bat- | 


tereth down all the ſtrong holds of {in and Satan. 
But above all reſiſt it not, kick not againſt it, mock 
not at Cods Word or Meſſengers. O do not 
{port away your ſouls into thoſe pains, which are 


eaſleſs, endleſs, and remedileſs. Do you believe 
| there 
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Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 27 
there 15a God ? Are you willing to be laved? It 
ed (you are, Break off your ſins by repentance, Dan. 
1. $4.27. Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, [lal.1.16, 
ad 17. Serioully grieve and bewail for the millions 
1d of times that you have provoked God,and never 
11s Þ more commit the like unpiety ; yea, as you ten- 
8. Þder the everlaſting happinels and wettare of your 
i]- F almoſt loft and drowned ſouls, ſet upon the work 
:d Þpreſently , before the draw-bridge be taken up. 
id þ Provide with Joſeph for the dearth to come,and 
1n | with Noah in the days of your health, build the 
»1 Þ Ark of a good Conſcience, againſt the floods of 
1- | ficknels: yea, do 1t while the yearning bowels, 
a- | and compaſſionate arms of Jefus Chriſt lie open 
pt | rorecelve you, abjure and utterly renounce all wil- 
n | ful and afiectedevil, leſt whenit 1s too late,it vex 
)- | every vein of your hearts , that you had no more 
', | care of your ſouls. 

s, | Again, it God by his Spirit ſhall work this npon 
| your conſ{ciences, (as you Will have cauſe to bleſs 
: his Name, that ever you met with {uch a ſtop,ſo) 
y | relemblenot the Rultick Saylor, who when he 1s 
1- © 1n danger of ſhipwrack , will promiſe to change 
d © bis Iifez but when the ſtorm 1s overpaſt , he re- 
t þ turns to his former vomit, making no conſcience 
- © nor account of his vows and proteftations. But 


" 
$ 


# remember, that perſeverance is the crown of gra- 


| ces, and Heaven the crown of perſeverance. Is 


«3 


Ces 


« if 
t | you areconvinced,and reſolve upon a nexy courſe, 
e | let your reſolutions be peremptory and conſtant, 
2 | and take heed you harden not again as a 
e of n_ 


28 Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, 8c. 

the young man in the Goſpel, Pilate & Judas did: 
reſemble not the iron, which 1s no longer ſoft than 
it is in the fire, Jeſt your latter end prove worſe 
then your beginning, Mat.12.43,45- Asit fared 
with Jalian the Apoltate,and Judas the Traytor ;| 
for millions are now 1n Hell, who thought they 
would repent hereafter. 

God will not give his heavenly and ſpiritual 
graces at the hour of death , to thoſe who have 
contemned them all their life. If in any reafon- 
abletime we pray, he will hear us ; if werepent, 
he will pardon us; if we amend our lives, he will 
ſave us: But for want of this timely conſideration, 
Dives prayed, but was not heard 3 Fſax wept, but|: 
was not pitied ; the fooliſh Virgins knockt , but!: 
were denied. And ſo it fares with all ſuch fools,} 
they died as they have lived, and commonly go. 
from deſpair unto deſtruction. : g 

If you would prevent the like, lay not hold uponh ! 
mercy,until you be throughly humbled. The only}y * 
way to become goed,is firſt to believe that yon are!) 
evil. God does not pour the oyl of grace, but into - 
a broken and contrite heart. Would you truly 
know how evil and miſerable you are by Nature, 
and be very ſenſible how evil and wicked yourſ- 
hearts are? ſeriouſly confider theſe three particu-ſſ ' 
lars: x. Thecorruption of your nature by reaſon 
of Original ſin : 2. Your manifold breaches of 
Gods righteous Law by afual ſin : 3. The guilt 
and puniſhment due to you for both. This being 


done, you will ſee and find your neceflity of aF 
Re- L 


*s &_ 


Good Counſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 29 
;d:1 Redeemer, who came to ſave none but weary and 
Jan beavy laden ſinners, even the loſt ſheep of the houſe 
r{af} of Tſrael, Mat.15.24. & 11.28. And indeed the 
-eq | ienſe of our wretchedneſs, and the valuation of 
| our ſpiritual helps, are the beſt trial of our Rege- 
neration, | 
All which,if you would obtain.omit not to pray 
1} for the divine afliſtance ot Geds Spirit. Forof our 
ſelves we cannot think a good thought,2 Cor.3.5. 
5n-| John 15-4,5. Swift we are to all evil, butto any 
good iImmoveable, Wherefore beg of God,that 
1311Þ he will give you a new heart, and when the heart 
2n | 1s changed, all the members will fullow atter it, 
ut! as Servartsafter their Lord. Onely let me add,be 
»utl; ſure you wholly & only reſt on your Saviour Jeſug 
Is. Chriſt for ſalvation, abhorring to attribute or a. 
og. ſcribe ought to doing. To conclude, if you re. 
: ceive any power againſt your corruptions, forget 
- not to be thankful; and when God hath the fruit 
; of his mercies, he will not ſpare to ſow much, 
{ where he reaps much. This do, ad my ſoul for 
« yours, God by his grace, will more then ſupply 
| what is wanting 5 (as may be ſeen in his enter- 
tainment of the prodigal ſon ) and thou ſhalt be 
for.ever happy, Luk.15-20. Whichisthe prayer, 
and hope, and ſhould be the joy of 
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Poſtfcript. 


HeReader may ſuppoſe,that this Good 
Counſel, ſeldom well taken, z writ 
to or of ſome ourrichllts Pariſh,or Paſtor: But 
it netther intends, nor aims at any one, more 
then another. Onely the caſe is 4 common 
caſe,and the Author conceived it the beſt way 
for conveyance of the matter therein contain- 
ed : ( os the former part intituled , Cordial 
Counſc],»1ay ſeem to hawe been compoſ, ed by 
a perſon of quality, before his death, and after | 
ſent to his ſurviving friends.) And thel 
likelieft means to make ſuch as it concerns,lay| 
it to heart : As Nathan dealt with David, 
who being ſent to him with a meſſage, wrapt| 
itup in a ; parable : ; which wrought more up- 
en him,then all the Leftures of the Law could 
do, for three quarters of a year together. Nor 
canit be denied , but both this andthe former} 
part, are appliable to millions of people, andy 
bundreds of Pariſhes in the Nation : Thoughh 
ew of them will hawe the wit or the grace to 
apply the ſame to themſelves, As —_ cant 
anto others. 28 Wk 5 ; 
FH N L 9. 


